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HISTORY 
It was once said that Nevada was not quite populous enough to warrant statehood. However, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 allowed a 
state to be admitted, “Provided, the constitution and government so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles 
contained in these articles; and, so far as it can be consistent with the general interest of the confederacy, such admission shall be allowed at 
an earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand.” 

The eastern boundary of Nevada Territory had been defined as the 116th meridian, but when gold discoveries were made to the east the 
Nevada territorial delegation to Congress requested the boundary moved to the 115th meridian, which Congress granted in 1862. The border 
was shifted further east, to the 114th meridian, in 1866, in part due to the discovery of more gold deposits. These eastward shifts took land 
away from Utah Territory. The southern border of Nevada Territory had been defined as the 37th parallel, but in 1866 Nevada asked 
Congress to move the border south to the Colorado River. Congress granted the request in 1867, giving Nevada all of the western end 
of Arizona Territory. Arizona strongly protested, but found little sympathy in Congress due in part to Arizona having aligned with 
the Confederacy during the Civil War.[1] 

The exact location of the due north-south California-Nevada border, between Lake Tahoe and the intersection of the southern boundary 
of Oregon at the 42nd parallel, was contentious and was surveyed and re-surveyed well into the 20th century.[2] 

Congress transferred some of the lands west of the Colorado River including Pah-Ute County, Arizona Territory to the State of Nevada on 
May 5, 1866. Part of this southern tip of Nevada was established as Clark County in 1909 and contains the city of Las Vegas. 

The territorial capital was moved from the provisional capital of Genoa to Carson City. James Warren Nye succeeded Isaac Roop, the first 
provisional territorial governor, and became the only territorial governor. The secretary of the territory was Orion Clemens (older brother of 
Samuel Clemens, also known as Mark Twain), who more or less served as governor in Nye's constant absence. 

Nevada has a reputation for its libertarian laws. In 1940, with a population of just over 110,000 people, Nevada was by far the least-
populated state, with less than half the population of the next least-populated state.[11] However, legalized gambling and lenient marriage 
and divorce laws transformed Nevada into a major tourist destination in the 20th century.[12][13] Nevada is the only U.S. state 
where prostitution is legal, though it is illegal in Clark County (Las Vegas), Washoe County (Reno) and Carson City (which, as an 
independent city, is not within the boundaries of any county). The tourism industry remains Nevada's largest employer,  with mining 
continuing as a substantial sector of the economy: Nevada is the fourth-largest producer of gold in the world.  

The Territory of Nevada was an organized incorporated territory of the United States that existed from March 2, 1861, until October 31, 
1864, when it was admitted to the Union as the State of Nevada. 

Prior to the creation of the Nevada Territory, the area was part of western Utah Territory and was known as Washoe, after the 
native Washoe people. The separation of the territory from Utah was important to the federal government because of its political leanings, 
while the population itself was keen to be separated because of animosity (and sometimes violence) between non-Mormons in Nevada and 
Mormons from the rest of the Utah Territory. 

A common misconception was that the Union needed Nevada's silver for the war effort, but as a U.S. Territory, the U.S. could take it if they 
so needed. Another misconception that Nevada was rushed into statehood was due to the 1864 Election, in which Abraham Lincoln needed 
a few more sure votes in the Electoral College to be re-elected. With Fremont dropping out of the race, Lincoln's margin of victory over 
McClellan was 212 to 21 so Nevada's three electoral votes weren't of consideration.  
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The flag of the U.S. state of Nevada consists of a cobalt blue field with a variant of the state's emblem in the upper left hand corner. 
The emblem contains a silver star (a reference to the state's nickname, The Silver State), below which appears the state's name. 
Above the star is a golden-yellow scroll with the words "Battle Born", one of the state's mottos (in reference to Nevada becoming a 
state during the American Civil War). Below the star and state name are two sprays of green sagebrush (the state flower) with yellow 
flowers. 
 The flag used from 1929 until it was revised in 1991 displayed the letters of the word "Nevada" in a complete circle around the flag's 
single star, with the "N" of Nevada at the uppermost tip of the star indicating its "northern" position in the civil war, and with each of 
the other letters of the word Nevada located in the spaces between the remaining points of the star, displaying near each junction of 
the star's pentagonal center. Thus "Nevada" was spelt from the "N" at the top, radiating clockwise E, V, A, D, A, in the spaces between 
the star's points. A law enacted in 1991 directed that the word "Nevada" appear below the star and above the sagebrush sprays, thus 
producing the current design. 

   (Genoa and Carson City are 23 miles apart) 

GENOA 

Located within the Utah Territory before the Nevada Territory was created in 1861, Genoa was first settled by Mormon pioneers. The 
settlement originated as a trading post called Mormon Station, which served as a respite for travelers on the California Trail. 

The first white child born in Mormon Station (Genoa, NV) was Jesse R. Hillbun. 

Orson Hyde changed the name of the community to Genoa, after the Italian city.[8] The original Mormon settlers withdrew in 1857 
when they were recalled by Brigham Young due to the Utah War.[9] 

It went by the name Mormon Station when part of the Pony Express from 1860-1861. Genoa served as the first capital of the Nevada 
Territory in 1861, until it was moved that year to Carson City. 

 

CARSON CITY 

When Nevada became a state in 1864 during the American Civil War, Carson City was confirmed as Nevada's permanent capital. 
Carson City's development was no longer dependent on the mining industry and instead became a thriving commercial center. 
The Virginia and Truckee Railroad was built between Virginia City and Carson City. A log flume was also built from the Sierra 
Nevadas into Carson City. The current capitol building was constructed from 1870 to 1871. The United States Mint operated 
the Carson City Mint between the years 1870 and 1893, which struck gold and silver coins. People came from China during that time, 
many to work on the railroad. Some of them owned businesses and taught school. By 1880, almost a thousand Chinese people, "one 
for every five Caucasians", has lived in Carson City.  

BATTLE BORN 

The Battle Born State. This nickname is the official state slogan of Nevada. It recalls that Nevada was admitted to the union in 1864, during the Civil 
War. This slogan also appears on the Nevada State Flag. 
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